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Phase 1 of the Relaunch 
Now that Alberta is in the first relaunch phase since the public health restrictions due to COVID-19 came 
into effect, the question arises as to what it will mean for local churches. Henry Rempel, chair of the 
Board of Trustees, and Pastor Egbert attended a call-in townhall meeting last Thursday hosted by 
Premier Jason Kenney and Chief Medical Officer Dr. Deena Hinshaw. The call was held specifically to 
address the Phase 1 relaunch impact for places of worship. Over 1,000 religious leaders took part in the 
call. 
 
As it stands, gatherings to a maximum 50 people are allowed in places of worship provided they abide 
by guidelines for the prevention of the spread of the virus including: 

• self-screening of every participant before attending the gathering 
• keeping record of every person who attended the meeting for potential contact tracing 
• physical distancing  
• wearing of personal protective gear 
• no singing 
• no separate children’s ministry 
• proper disinfection procedures while entering the building, during and after each worship 

service or gathering 
  

We were also made aware that although the number of people allowed to gather may increase during 
the next relaunch phases, the strict safety guidelines will likely remain in place for at least another six 
months.  You can read the specific requirements at: www.alberta.ca/biz-connect.aspx   
 
What does this mean for Grace Point Church? 
One of our main concerns is to ensure a safe environment for everyone who participates in our church 
life. It would be tragic to be the hub of an outbreak that could cost the lives of our members just 
because we may have violated proper precautions. Sadly, this happened at a church in southern Alberta. 
In fact, that church outbreak not only affected their own church members but was directly traced back 
as the source of two other major outbreaks in a senior living centre and a meat processing plant 
resulting in many lives lost. 
 
Currently offering worship services for 50 people is not feasible for a church our size, considering how 
many meetings we would need to offer, logistical resources required, and the extensive sanitizing 
procedures required after every event. This is also the reason why we are not opening the church to any 
other functions at this time. 
 
We will continue to monitor new developments closely as we prepare for the day when we will be able 
to resume some format of in-person services again. 

 
Thank you for your continued understanding and support.  
 
 
The Leadership of Grace Point Church 


