


The Church on Display
Ephesians 3:8-13 NLT



EPHESIANS 3:8-13 (NLT)
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he 
graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the 
endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to 
explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of 
all things, had kept secret from the beginning.

10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his 
wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities 
in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he 
carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.



EPHESIANS 3:8-13 (NLT)
12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come 
boldly and confidently into God’s presence.  13 So please don’t 
lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so 
you should feel honored.



MY CALLING



MY CALLING
Ephesians 8:8-9
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he 
graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles 
about the endless treasures available to them in Christ.  

9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan 
that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the 
beginning.



ROMANS 1:1 (NLT)
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God 
to be an apostle and sent out to preach his Good News.



GALATIANS 1:1 (NLT)
1 This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any 
group of people or any human authority, but by Jesus Christ 
himself and by God the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.



EPHESIANS 3:2 (NLT)
2 Assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special 
responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles.



EPHESIANS 3:8-9 (NLT)
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he 
graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the 
endless treasures available to them in Christ.  9 I was chosen to 
explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of 
all things, had kept secret from the beginning.



MY CALLING: A PRIVILEGE



MY CALLING: A PRIVILEGE
Ephesians 8:8-9
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he 
graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about 
the endless treasures available to them in Christ.  

9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan 
that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the 
beginning.



MY CALLING & THE CHURCH’S CALLING



MY CALLING & THE CHURCH’S CALLING
Ephesians 8:10-12
10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display 
his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was his eternal plan, 
which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Because 
of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and 
confidently into God’s presence.  



My calling is a part of the church’s calling to 
be a living and visible display of God’s plan.



Your calling is a part of the church’s calling to 
be a living and visible display of God’s plan.



DON’T LOSE HEART
Ephesians 8:13
13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. I am 
suffering for you, so you should feel honored.



THINGS TO CONSIDER:



THINGS TO CONSIDER:
1. Do I have a sense of personal calling? 

If not, am I courageous enough to ask God to reveal this to me? 
If yes, how would I define this? 
How does it impact my life?



THINGS TO CONSIDER:
1. Do I have a sense of personal calling? 

If not, am I courageous enough to ask God to reveal this to me? 
If yes, how would I define this? 
How does it impact my life?

2. If the church is called to be a display of God’s plan for the world, 
how am I intentionally being part of this? 
Where do I fit?
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