
Jesus Followers



Having the Mind of 
Christ

E i g h t  A x i o m s  t o  C u l t i v a t e  a  
R o b u s t  F a i t h

B e n  S t e r n ke  a n d  M a t t  Te b b e
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1 . G od i s  a lways  pre se nt  and  at  
work.

2 . G od i s  j ust  l i ke  J e sus .

3 . G od  m e ets  us  in  our  m e ssy  
re a l i ty.

4 . G od care s  m ore  about  a l l  o f  
th i s  than  I  do .
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5 . W hat  H e  doe s  throug h  you  H e  
f i rst  doe s  in  you.

6 . T he  goa l  i s  d iv ine  un ion.

7 . We  le arn  to  love  throug h  
e m bodied  part i c ipat ion .

8 . G od i s  love ,  so  i t ’s  a l l  about  
love .



What do you try to hide
from God?

What do you try to hide
from others?



God meets us
in our messy reality



“A l m o s t  a l l  o f  o u r  f a u l t s  a r e  
m o r e  p a r d o n a b l e  t h a n  t h e  

m e t h o d s
w e  t h i n k  u p  t o  h i d e  t h e m .”

- F r a n ç o i s  d e  L a  R o c h e f o u c a u l d



B e  p r e s e n t  e n o u g h  i n  r e a l i t y
t o  f a c e  t h e  m e s s  a n d  m e e t  G o d .



1 1  J e s u s  c o n t i n u e d :  “ T h e re  wa s  a  

m a n  w h o  h a d  t w o  s o n s .  1 2  T h e  

y o u n g e r  o n e  s a i d  t o  h i s  fa t h e r,  

‘ Fa t h e r,  g i v e  m e  my  s h a re  o f  t h e  

e s t a te .’  S o  h e  d i v i d e d  h i s  p ro p e r t y  

b e t w e e n  t h e m .

Luke  15 :11 - 20



1 3  “ N o t  l o n g  a f te r  t h a t ,  t h e  y o u n g e r  

s o n  g o t  t o ge t h e r  a l l  h e  h a d ,  s e t  o f f  

fo r  a  d i s t a n t  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e re  

s q u a n d e re d  h i s  w e a l t h  i n  w i l d  

l i v i n g .  1 4  A f te r  h e  h a d  s p e n t  

e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e re  wa s  a  s e v e re  

fa m i n e  i n  t h a t  w h o l e  c o u n t r y,  a n d  

h e  b e ga n  t o  b e  i n  n e e d . Luke  15 :11 - 20



1 5  S o  h e  w e n t  a n d  h i re d  h i m s e l f  o u t  

t o  a  c i t i ze n  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y,  w h o  

s e n t  h i m  t o  h i s  f i e l d s  t o  fe e d  p i g s .  
1 6  H e  l o n ge d  t o  f i l l  h i s  s t o m a c h  

w i t h  t h e  p o d s  t h a t  t h e  p i g s  w e re  

e a t i n g ,  b u t  n o  o n e  gav e  h i m  

a ny t h i n g .
Luke  15 :11 - 20



1 7  “ W h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  h i s  s e n s e s ,  h e  

s a i d ,  ‘ H o w  m a ny  o f  my  fa t h e r ’s  

h i re d  s e r va n t s  h av e  fo o d  t o  s p a re ,  

a n d  h e re  I  a m  s t a r v i n g  t o  d e a t h !  1 8  

I  w i l l  s e t  o u t  a n d  g o  b a c k  t o  my  

fa t h e r  a n d  s ay  t o  h i m :  Fa t h e r,  I  

h av e  s i n n e d  a ga i n s t  h e av e n  a n d  

a ga i n s t  y o u . Luke  15 :11 - 20



1 9  I  a m  n o  l o n g e r  w o r t hy  t o  b e  

c a l l e d  yo u r  s o n ;  m a ke  m e  l i ke  o n e  

o f  y o u r  h i re d  s e r va n t s .’  2 0  S o  h e  

g o t  u p  a n d  w e n t  t o  h i s  fa t h e r.

Luke  15 :11 - 20



“ B u t  w h i l e  h e  wa s  s t i l l  a  l o n g  way  

o f f,  h i s  fa t h e r  s a w  h i m  a n d  wa s  

f i l l e d  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n  fo r  h i m ;  h e  

ra n  t o  h i s  s o n ,  t h re w  h i s  a r m s  

a ro u n d  h i m  a n d  k i s s e d  h i m .

Luke  15 :11 - 20



God doesn’t love me because
I’m good, He loves me 
because He is good!



2 1  “ T h e  s o n  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  ‘ Fa t h e r,  I  

h av e  s i n n e d  a ga i n st  h e av e n  a n d  

a ga i n s t  y o u .  I  a m  n o  l o n g e r  w o r t hy  

t o  b e  c a l l e d  yo u r  s o n .’

Luke  15 :21 - 24



2 2  “ B u t  t h e  fa t h e r  s a i d  t o  h i s  

s e r va n t s ,  ‘Q u i c k !  B r i n g  t h e  b e st  

ro b e  a n d  p u t  i t  o n  h i m .  P u t  a  r i n g  

o n  h i s  f i n ge r  a n d  s a n d a l s  o n  h i s  

fe e t .  2 3  B r i n g  t h e  fa t te n e d  c a l f  a n d  

k i l l  i t .  L e t ’s  h av e  a  fe a s t  a n d  

c e l e b ra te .
Luke  15 :21 - 24



2 4  F o r  t h i s  s o n  o f  m i n e  wa s  d e a d  

a n d  i s  a l i v e  a ga i n ;  h e  wa s  l o st  a n d  

i s  fo u n d .’  S o  t h e y  b e ga n  t o  

c e l e b ra te .

Luke  15 :21 - 24



Attune to reality – let go of bypassing

Admit – the details of your mess

Accept – God is meeting you in your mess



2 5  “ M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  o l d e r  s o n  wa s  

i n  t h e  f i e l d .  W h e n  h e  c a m e  n e a r  

t h e  h o u s e ,  h e  h e a rd  m u s i c  a n d  

d a n c i n g .  2 6  S o  h e  c a l l e d  o n e  o f  t h e  

s e r va n t s  a n d  a s ke d  h i m  w h a t  wa s  

g o i n g  o n .  

Luke  15 :25 - 32



2 7  ‘ Yo u r  b ro t h e r  h a s  c o m e ,’  h e  

re p l i e d ,  ‘a n d  yo u r  fa t h e r  h a s  k i l l e d  

t h e  fa t te n e d  c a l f  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  

h i m  b a c k  s a fe  a n d  s o u n d .’

2 8  “ T h e  o l d e r  b ro t h e r  b e c a m e  a n g r y  

a n d  re f u s e d  t o  g o  i n .  S o  h i s  fa t h e r  

w e n t  o u t  a n d  p l e a d e d  w i t h  h i m .Luke  15 :25 - 32



2 9  B u t  h e  a n s w e re d  h i s  fa t h e r,  

‘ L o o k !  A l l  t h e s e  ye a rs  I ’ v e  b e e n  

s l av i n g  fo r  y o u  a n d  n e v e r  

d i s o b e ye d  yo u r  o rd e rs .  Ye t  yo u  

n e v e r  gav e  m e  e v e n  a  y o u n g  g o a t  

s o  I  c o u l d  c e l e b ra te  w i t h  my  

f r i e n d s .
Luke  15 :25 - 32



3 0  B u t  w h e n  t h i s  s o n  o f  y o u rs  w h o  

h a s  s q u a n d e re d  yo u r  p ro p e r t y  w i t h  

p ro s t i t u te s  c o m e s  h o m e ,  y o u  k i l l  

t h e  fa t te n e d  c a l f  fo r  h i m ! ’

Luke  15 :25 - 32



3 1  “ ‘ M y  s o n ,’  t h e  fa t h e r  s a i d ,  ‘ y o u  

a re  a l way s  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  

I  h av e  i s  y o u rs .  3 2  B u t  w e  h a d  t o  

c e l e b ra te  a n d  b e  g l a d ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  

b ro t h e r  o f  y o u rs  wa s  d e a d  a n d  i s  

a l i v e  a ga i n ;  h e  wa s  l o s t  a n d  

i s  fo u n d .’ ”
Luke  15 :25 - 32



W h i c h  p a r t  o f  t h e
s t o r y  a re  yo u ? . . .

E n t i t l e
d
Re b e l l i
n g
Pa r t y i n
g

Re t u r n i
n g
Re c e i v i
n g
J u d g i n g
S u f fe r i
n g



1 . N a m i n g  W h a t ’s  
Re a l

2 . C e n te r i n g  
P ray e r
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I s  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  G o d  i s  a l way s  
p re s e n t  a n d  a t  w o r k  –  g o o d  n e w s  
fo r  y o u ?

W h a t  d o  y o u  t r y  t o  h i d e  f ro m  
o t h e rs  a n d  f ro m  G o d ?

H o w  i s  G o d  m e e t i n g  y o u  r i g h t  n o w  
i n  y o u r  m e s sy  re a l i t y ?
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