


Awkward Dinners



Who am I in this passage?



Jesus Anointed at Bethany
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took 
about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on 
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

JOHN 12:1-11 (NIV)



4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 
him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money 
given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say 
this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; 
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was 
put into it.

JOHN 12:1-11 (NIV)



7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should 
save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have 
the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”

JOHN 12:1-11 (NIV)



9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there 
and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to 
kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were 
going over to Jesus and believing in him.

JOHN 12:1-11 (NIV)



Jesus Anointed at Bethany
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took 
about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on 
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

JOHN 12:1-3 (NIV)



GOSPEL SITUATION WOMAN ANOINTING ADVERSARY FOCUS

Matthew 26:6-
13

In Bethany 2 
days before the 
Passover

Unnamed 
Woman

Head The Disciples Burial 
Preparation

Mark 14:3-9 In Bethany 2 
days before the 
Passover

Unnamed 
Woman

Head A few Disciples Burial 
Preparation

Luke 7:36-50 Earlier in 
Galilee

A Sinful 
Woman

Feet with tears 
and wiped with 
hair

Simon the 
Pharisee

Forgiveness

John 12:1-8 In Bethany 6 
days before the 
Passover

Mary, Sister of 
Lazarus

Feet wiped 
with hair

Judas Iscariot Burial 
Preparation

COMPARISON OF 4 GOSPEL ACCOUNTS
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WHAT PEOPLE MIGHT THINK
• Excessive Extravagance
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WHAT PEOPLE MIGHT THINK
• Excessive Extravagance
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WHAT PEOPLE MIGHT THINK
• Excessive Extravagance
• Vulnerability to Judgement
• Fragrant Expression
• Demanding Influence



4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 
him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money 
given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say 
this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; 
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was 
put into it.

JOHN 12:4-6 (NIV)



MISSING THE MOMENT



MISSING THE MOMENT
• Efficiency
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MISSING THE MOMENT
• Efficiency
• Obstacles
• Motivations
• Public and Private



MISSING THE MOMENT
• Efficiency
• Obstacles
• Motivations
• Public and Private
• Comparisons



7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should 
save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have 
the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”

JOHN 12:7-11 (NIV)



9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there 
and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to 
kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were 
going over to Jesus and believing in him.

JOHN 12:7-11 (NIV)



MAYBE TOMORROW



MAYBE TOMORROW
• Timing
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MAYBE TOMORROW
• Timing
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MAYBE TOMORROW
• Timing
• Missed Opportunities
• Delayed Regrets
• Culture of Risk
• Consequences
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REFLECTION:
1. Who am I in this passage?
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• Mary
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REFLECTION:
1. Who am I in this passage?

2. What are some of my missed opportunities?
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REFLECTION:
1. Who am I in this passage?

2. What are some of my missed opportunities?
3. What extravagance is Jesus calling me to?

• Mary • Martha • Lazarus • Judas



REFLECTION:
1. Who am I in this passage?

2. What are some of my missed opportunities?
3. What extravagance is Jesus calling me to?
4. What are the “Maybe Tomorrow” moments in 

my life?

• Mary • Martha • Lazarus • Judas
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